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   Women have always been so worthwhile to God.  He has used them to bring forth His word in due time and to establish His ways.  In the Old Testament we saw Sarah being used to begin the nation of Israelites and Esther saving the same nation later on.  Deborah was not only a wife but a prophetess and a judge.  She was a warrior leading a group of men to victory in the book of Judges “Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. She used to sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel came up to her for judgment.   She said, "I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the honor shall not be yours on the journey that you are about to take, for R78 the LORD will sell Sisera into the hands of a woman."   
  That woman would not be Deborah but other women, Jael.  
   Now Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.  Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, "Turn aside, my master, turn aside to me! Do not be afraid." And he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. He said to her, "Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty." So she opened a bottle of milk and gave him a drink; then she covered him. He said to her, "Stand in the doorway of the tent, and it shall be if anyone comes and inquires of you, and says, `Is there anyone here?' that you shall say, `No.' " But Jael, Heber's wife, took a tent peg and seized F54 a hammer in her hand, and went secretly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went through into the ground; for he was sound asleep and exhausted. So he died. And behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him and said to him, "Come, and I will show you the man whom you are seeking." And he entered with F55 her, and behold Sisera was lying dead with the tent peg in his temple. 

   What about Tamar, Ruth and Naomi?  And Abigail?  God used all of them in a special way.  Take the time to read about them in the Old Testament.  As we look into the New Testament specifically the book written by Luke, we learn He was not a Jew but a Gentile, a doctor and a historian of sorts.   He included more details than any other writer regarding the devotion the women of that day had to Jesus.  Just as their male peers, the women had a purpose and a plan from the Father to further His kingdom.  My goal today is not to downplay the role of the dedicated men or to exalt the role of the devoted women but to show the women of today, that we can look at the lives exemplified in the Bible and know without a doubt that the Lord Almighty does not want us to take a backseat and do nothing.  We are to stand up, be accounted for, prepare for the battle and engage in the war against evil.  The battle does belong to the Lord, and Jesus already has the victory but we must stir up the troops and be ready to be used in anyway the Lord sees fit.  So let us walk together through the book of Luke and open our hearts to the lessons we can learn.

   In our effort to not put Mary on a pedestal we do not talk about her importance in bringing the Word to us.  Literally.  Mary was overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit, conceived, and gave birth to the Anointed One, the Messiah.  Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, brought forth John the Baptist.  The prophetess, Anna, never left the temple after her husband died.  She served night and day with fastings and prayers waiting for the Messiah and when He came she rejoiced.   


   After Jesus chose the twelve men to follow Him and become part of His earthly ministry, He taught them how to serve others. Why would Jesus not take the men and show them how to delegate duties or write mandates for the followers?  They needed to learn how to serve.  Why didn’t Jesus teach the women to serve others?  My guess would be that they already knew how to do that.  They were taught from an early age to serve.  Jesus taught them to submit willingly to their husbands and to serve with respect and love, not out of duty.  He changed their hearts.  He changed the hearts of the men to become servants of love to their wives and others.  

   We read about Simon Peter’s mother-in-law who was suffering from a high fever and they asked Jesus to help her.  Luke 4:39 reads from the NASB, “And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her; she immediately got up and waited on them.”
  I hope Peter didn’t want her healed just so she would wait on them!  But you see she knew how to serve.  It was already a part of her identity.

   Then there was the woman in the city who was a sinner written about in Luke 7.  She learns that Jesus is reclining at the table of a Pharisee and proceeds to his house with an alabaster vial of perfume.  She wets His feet with her tears and wipes them dry with her hair, and as she is kissing His feet she anoints them with oil.   The Pharisee in his mind disapproved and Jesus reprimanded him for his thoughts.  Jesus knows our thoughts and we are held accountable for them.  Jesus referred to her as a woman.  Not a harlot or a servant, but a woman.  This woman served Jesus in ways that the Pharisees should have when welcoming him as a guest into his home according to the customs of the Jews.  
  Jesus said to Simon the Pharisee,  "…Do you see this woman ? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.”You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little." Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven." 
  I guess the Pharisee couldn’t see.  
   Soon afterwards Jesus began going from one city to another and who went with Him?  The Twelve Apostles, disciples which included some women.   Luke tells us in chapter 8:2-3, “and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means.”

   Did you catch that it was women; not just the three mentioned by name, but many others were contributing out of their own private means.  So those women must have had influence and job security.  I may be wrong, but I don’t remember anywhere in the New Testament where it says the men supported Jesus financially.  Could it be that the women after having been healed were so grateful to the Messiah that they knew He would provide for them?  If He was able to heal them physically, emotionally, and spiritually, surely He would take care of their everyday needs.  They trusted Him.  God used them to show others how to give their tithes and offerings freely.  Just as the woman with the alabaster box, they wanted to praise Him.

   Next, Luke tells us of a daughter dying at twelve years of age and a woman hemorrhaging for twelve years.  Age was not a barrier for healing.  One was healed because of the intercession of a loving father as he stood boldly before Jesus begging Him to come to his house.   She died before Jesus reached her home, but He told Jairus, “Do not be afraid any longer, only believe and she will be made well. “
  Jesus had her spirit return to her.  The older woman secretly touched the fringe of his cloak and was healed immediately.  To her Jesus said, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 
  Can you imagine having the most important time in your life being written down for others to see how God works in the lives of those who seek Him?   What has He done for you that can be written down for others to read?  Have you told others what Christ has done for you?

   As Jesus and his disciples (men and women?) were traveling and entered a village.  Martha welcomed Him into her home.  Not the home of her brother Lazarus, but her home.  I always imagined that she lived with her brother and he provided for her.  Not so-  she provided for him and their sister.  

   Martha knew how to serve - but she did not know how to sit and listen.  She did not choose the best thing as her sister Mary did.  Mary being the younger may not have had to prepare and serve like her big sis did.   But whatever happened in their past, I’m sure both Mary and Martha sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His every word.  For you can not serve for very long without spending time with Jesus.  Do you spend time with Him by reading the Bible?  Are you burned out because you do not have the right fuel to keep you going?  Fill up on Jesus and you will be energized to serve.

   While Jesus was saying things to his disciples, (Luke 11:27) one of the women in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed.”  But Jesus said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.”
  So… there was a woman in the crowd of disciples.  And she raised her voice with a question.  And Jesus dignified her with a response.  Jesus wanted all of His disciples to freely comment or ask questions or to complain like Martha did.  He enjoyed the conversations afforded Him by both men and women, young and old.  Are you afraid to go to Him and ask for wisdom and understanding?  Do you want to ask Him why life is not fair at times?  Do you want to tell Him all that you have learned from reading the written word?  Do so my friend.  In the verses just before this, Jesus told the disciples, “… ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”
  Do you want wisdom?  Ask.

   The Queen of the South (the Queen of Sheba) sought King Solomon in the Old Testament for wisdom.  We have three accounts of this: 1Kings 10, 2Chronicles 9 and again in Luke 11.  Jesus is referring to her as He talks about the wicked generation that seeks for a sign instead of having faith in Him.  He tells them, “The Queen of the South will rise up with the men of this generation at the judgment and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.” 
 Jesus remembered the women of the past and used her as a reminder that when we seek, we will find!  

   There is another woman Luke mentions in chapter 13.  And He (Jesus) was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your sickness." And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying God.  But the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began saying to the crowd in response, "There are six days in which work should be done; so come during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day."  But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites, does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him away to water him?”And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?"  As He said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things being done by Him.”
 

   Thank You, Jesus, for standing up for all of us, and especially choosing your sisters to bring God glory.  This woman bent over for eighteen years is made erect and what does she immediately do?  She began glorifying God!  Jesus came to show us what God is like.  He glorified the Father.  What did Jesus show me about God in this passage?  He loves us so much that he does not want us to bend over from sickness caused by a spirit.    Jesus saw her and then He called her.  Jesus sees us bent over because of a spirit.  That spirit could be bitterness, jealousy, envy, unforgiveness, and unbelief.  All those emotions can cause stress, which is the number one killer in the United States.  When you live a life that is not aligned with God’s Word, you will be stressed.  

   What keeps you bent over and unable to stand erect?  When the Holy Spirit of Jesus woes you to Himself do you walk away from Him or do you allow Him to lay His hands on you?  This woman must have stood still.  Being bent over she may not have even known who was touching her, all she could look at were her dirty feet.  I can see her now, her head hanging low, her back hunched over.  She might even be saying, “Poor me, poor me.  Nothing good ever happens to me.  Why Lord, Why.”   Then He touches her and she jumps from the power that enters her, causing her to back to straighten and her eyes to look up.  Then as she stood in her correct position before the Lord, she began glorifying God.   She saw Jesus and so she saw the Father.  When you take your eyes off the dirt of your life and look into the eyes of God you are changed forever.   

   Jesus didn’t care that it was on a Sabbath to heal this wonderful woman, the synagogue officials did though.  They didn’t want anything to happen on the Sabbath and now we are in the mindset that it can only happen on the Sabbath in the church.  Some of us grew up thinking that when we were in church was the only time we were able to be with God.  His residence was in the church building.  Some of us may today think that we can only be saved if we walk the aisle in a church.  Yes, this is a wonderful place to stand before men and confess our belief in Christ but God is with us everywhere and He heals anywhere and anytime.  They wanted to rest on the Sabbath; Christ wants you to rest on Him. 

   What is the kingdom of God like and to what shall it be compared to?  Jesus compared it to a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.  He also compared it to leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.  What is leaven? It is yeast.  Jesus used parables about men and women to help the people understand, because both men and women are important to Him to further the kingdom of God.
   Pharisees once again were complaining about Jesus eating with sinners.  He used a parable about a woman who had lost one of her silver coins.  She lit a lamp and swept the house and searched carefully until she found it.  When she had found it she called her friends and neighbors, saying “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost.”  These coins were more than just money to her.  They connected her to her family line.  Jesus said, “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  Why?  Because they were lost and now they have been reconnected to the family line.  Are you connected or disconnected?  Jesus is looking for you.  

   As Jesus was talking to the scribes and others “…He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts in the treasury.  And He saw the poor widow putting in two small coins.  And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.” 
 Yes, Jesus could see the hearts of everyone and He pointed out the goodness so that we would all learn.  The women were very important to God and this poor widow will forever be in His Word to teach us about giving our offerings.  
   When Jesus was carrying the cross a large crowd was following Him and there were women that followed mourning, and lamenting Him.  I feel quite sure there were men doing the same, but Jesus calls out to the Daughters of Jerusalem to stop weeping for Him and to weep for themselves and their children.  The women who accompanied Jesus from Galilee were standing at a distance with all His acquaintances seeing all that Jesus was going through.  They were not protected from watching the horror that was happening.  They were strong women with strong beliefs.  They may not have understood at that time why He had to be punished and killed but they were not going to let blood and torment separate them from being at His side.  

   When Joseph of Arimathea took the body of Jesus down from the cross, He wrapped it in a linen cloth and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where no one had ever lain.  “Now the women who had come with Him (Jesus) out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body was laid.  Then they returned and prepared spices and perfumes.  And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; 5 and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living One among the dead? 6 "He is not here, but He has risen. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again." 8 And they remembered His words, 9 and returned from the tomb and reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles. 11 But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened. 
“

   When I study this entire passage I glean so much about these remarkable women.  They followed their hearts that were burning inside of them with the love of Christ, the Lord of the Sabbath, and yet followed the laws of the Sabbath.  After they had prepared the spices and perfumes they did not go back to the tomb but rested on the Sabbath because it was commanded.  But at the break of dawn on the first day of the week, they hurried there.  I am sure they couldn’t sleep that night thinking of all the events.  Being a woman and having had spent many a night at women conferences, I feel very confident in saying that those women were huddled together going over every detail, what this person said and did, how Jesus responded, wondering what was going to happen next.  Trying to remember everything Jesus had told them.  Had He prepared them for this?

   Yes, He had, the angel reminded them.  And in their excitement they ran to tell the men.  And did the men believe the women?  No.  The words appeared to them as nonsense.  Why didn’t the men believe?  Maybe it is just in our nature to be more trusting.  Maybe the men were just too distraught to understand.  Scripture mentions three women and then added other women to complete the group.  So we can say there were at the least four eyewitnesses and yet some did not believe them.  But thank heavens Peter was at least curious enough and bold enough to run and find out.  He found the linens only and then left to go to his own home, marveling at what had happened.  Peter no doubt was wondering if what the ladies said were true.  Did they remember what the Lord had said and he didn’t?  

      In the very next passage we read about the two men walking on the road to Emmaus.  Jesus met them but they did not recognize Him.  They tell Him about the events surrounding Jesus of Nazareth, whom they said was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people.  They also tell Him about the remarkable women.  “But also some women among us amazed us.  When they were at tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had seen a vision of angels who said the He was alive.  Some of these who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.  And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!”

   Imagine women who did not exaggerate and related the events correctly.  I have always been accused of exaggerating; probably because that is what I do.    I have purposed not to stretch the details to fit my excitement but that is hard sometimes when something wonderful as that happens.  These women who had been with Jesus since the beginning of His ministry here on earth, had listened so intently to the Lord that they remembered His words.  Jesus did reveal Himself to the two men when they ate with Jesus later on that night.  Afterwards they rushed back to tell the Eleven and those who were with them.  While there the Lord appeared before them.  They still doubted!  I am convinced that one of the purposes for the women to be with Jesus from the beginning is because they would be used to help the men see with their hearts and trust in what they could not explain.  The supernatural is hard to understand if your heart doubts.  

Jesus said to the group of men and women, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures…Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  And Jesus reminded the group that they were the witnesses and He would send them the promise of His Father, which Luke tells us in Acts, was the Holy Spirit.
   Yes, Luke was so observant and through his writings we get a glimpse of how women were regarded by Jesus.  He loved them then and He delights in them now.  The apostle John wrote about the Samaritan women; another favorite story of mine.   I can identify with this woman. I love how Jesus was sitting at the well waiting for her.  Oh it doesn’t say He was waiting, but I think He was.  The God of the Universe is in an area that other Jews walked miles out of their way so they would not pass through Samaria and thereby avoid encountering a Samaritan.  Then He sent his disciples into town to buy food while He sits on the side of a well.  Jacob’s well.  Then along comes the Samaritan woman tired from carrying her water pot in the heat of the day.  Inside she is weary and lonely with no one to talk to since she goes to the well at the sixth hour, which is high noon.  Maybe when she came in the early morning when the other ladies did, she was not welcomed.  They looked right through as though she didn’t have any feelings.  They did not care about the pain in her heart.  Oh, they liked to gossip about what their imaginations had conjured up about her life, but they had no interest in getting to know her and finding out what she was really like as a person.  

   Jesus asked her for a drink of water; a small and seemingly innocent request.  But He was about to change her life forever and she did not have a clue what was happening.  This Samaritan woman at first seems to have an attitude.   She comes back with a smart reply, “How can you a Jew ask me a Samaritan woman to give you a drink of water?”  For 
the Jews would not associate with that mixed race.  But her defensive tone did not deter Jesus from what He was purposing to do.  “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is asking you for water, you would ask Him and He would give you living water.”  
  His reply would have made me stop and think.  First of all how do you know a gift?  Isn’t that an inanimate object; unless it is a person?  And who exactly is this person asking for a drink of water?  What kind of water is He talking about when He said living water?  Yes, I would have a lot of questions.  And since I don’t think real fast on my feet, I probably wouldn’t have said anything and gone home wondering what in the world was He talking about.

   This woman had no problem thinking on her feet.  She blurts out, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?"  
Her forefather, Jacob, was a great man that took care of his people.  Water is a commodity even now, that is not readily available to people in some countries.  Jacob’s well was deep and when I compare that to the well inside of her, that was very dry and contaminated, only Jesus could draw out of both, what would be of use to Him.

   Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall  never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

   Her response seems to come so quickly like she didn’t take the time to hear all He was saying.  She was only concerned about herself and her daily chores. "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw."   
Isn’t that how we are; filled with regrets and worry over this life?  If I were in her circumstances you may have heard me say, “Why do I have to come to the well in the heat of the day.   Those other women should take turns, if they don’t want to be in my presence!  Why do I have to haul this water pot around on my head and shoulders so everyone else in my family can have water?  They could help too.  Is that too much to ask?”  

   She missed the most important part of His response.  But Jesus wants her to see how her reality is not in her circumstances.  It’s hard when you are in the moment of defeat to see your life being any other way.  I wonder if her eyes were searching His for meaning to water springing up inside of her to eternal life.  Where on earth would she find a spring like that?

   When He said to her, "
Go, call your husband and come here" did she get upset with Him?  Did she wonder if she was viable without a husband?  Did she hesitate and think about how to answer so he wouldn’t get the wrong impression of her?  She answered, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have correctly said, `I have no husband’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly." 

   Jesus gave her the opportunity to be truthful about her situation.  When she stated part of the truth, He made it all plain to her.  She was living with a man that was not her husband. We do not know if she was widowed or divorced.  But no matter what her past she was presently living in sin.  Maybe she was embarrassed to tell her life story to this man she just met.  Maybe she felt guilt or shame.  Maybe she thought it was none of his business.  But maybe, just maybe she lost each husband to death and not divorce and her heart was hurting.  In that time, a man could divorce his wife for not fixing his favorite food, and she had no recourse.  Is it human nature to look at someone with eyes of doubt, always looking for the bad in them?  She certainly has taken a bad rap if she was innocent and we charged her with adultery.  But yet we know that in her present situation, which Jesus is concerned about, she needed to hear the truth, speak the truth and receive the Truth.

   Even though I have walked closely with the Lord for over 20 years, I have just now begun to tell my testimony in whole.  I would tell people part of the truth.  I do not think it is necessary to tell everything to everybody but in a situation where it would benefit the other person I would tell them the part that I thought would encourage him or her.  Then one day the Lord pressed it upon my heart to give my whole testimony to other ladies struggling in order to tell them how Jesus changed my life.  

   The truth sets you free.  When the Son sets you free you are free indeed!  There is something about speaking your secrets that helps you to heal.  Jesus is the “Healer” and we should observe how he helped this woman see the truth about her lifestyle and how she needed the living water.  It is as though in a moment, she put it all together.  She went from concern about her physical need to her spiritual need.  Even the Pharisees could not do that.  They continually worried about being the greatest among the people so much so they couldn’t or wouldn’t see Jesus for who He truly was.  The Messiah.  
   Being one that wanted to hide my past, I probably would have answered to someone that knew everything, in a sarcastic way, “So… you think you are a prophet?”  I am sure glad she had more sense than me!   Her mind goes to where she is to worship the Father; on the mountain like she was taught or in Jerusalem like the Jews did.  To me the most touching moment is when Jesus says, “Believe Me Woman.”  
WOW!  First of all He wanted her to believe Him.  I wonder if anyone ever cared if she understood what was taking place in her mixed up world.  Maybe she just accepted what was told her and was not allowed to think for herself.  Jesus loved her so much He wanted her to believe Him.  And then He called her Woman; not harlot.  He elevated her to a worthy position.  My heart is so touched by His concern for her because I know He loves me like that and loves you like that too.
   Jesus tells her the Father is seeking true worshippers that would seek Him in spirit and in truth, because God is spirit. Jesus is Truth.  But we can tell she is confused because she tells Jesus that she knows about the Messiah and when He comes He will explain everything to her.  Then Jesus tells her that the One speaking to her is He! In the gospel the next verse tells us, “At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one said, ‘What do You seek?’ or ‘Why do You speak with her?” 
(NASB)  I read that passage many times before I realized the disciples were questioning Jesus’ motives.  No wonder they didn’t speak it aloud.

   So, the woman takes off leaving her water pot behind.  Without her water pot she could not provide water for her family.  I am not sure I would have left my water pot ~ I would have taken it with me for fear someone would take it.  Remember she was probably poor also.  If she had been a woman of means she would have sent her servant to fetch the water for her.  All of a sudden material things did not matter.  She had met the Christ face to face.    

   “Come, see a man who told me all things that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?” 
she told the town people.  I always laugh when I read that.  What a smart woman she was to present Jesus as the possible Christ, instead of demanding that she was ‘in the know’ and they were not.  Men, especially during that time in history, did not take lightly a woman telling them what to do.

   Do you know someone that experienced a complete change instantly after receiving Christ into his or her heart?  They are so excited they tell you all their past sins and how free they feel because Jesus set them free!  They tell of their drug addictions, their immoral lifestyles, their abortions, their pride and anger, their selfishness, their legalism, their unforgiving heart, their …….Living in a small town our woman at the well was probably known by men that had ungodly thoughts of her and I wonder if they were squirming in their seats wondering if she would reveal sins about them.  In confessing our sins it is important that we allow others to confess their own transgressions and not take that upon ourselves.  Despite her reputation, they saw a wonderful change in this woman for they followed her to the well to get the living water she talked about. 

   The first evangelist or missionary, a woman known just from the name of her country, the Samaritan woman, was written about in God’s Holy Bible.  Jesus wanted her story told and “from that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, ‘He told me all the things I have done.”  
  The fact that He told her everything she had ever done, must be important for us to know, for it is repeated twice within ten verses.  The truth is always worth repeating especially when Jesus brings you back to the reality of His love.  The village people asked Jesus to stay with them longer which He did, and “Many more believed because of His word; and they were saying to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know this One is indeed, the Savior of the world.”

   During the last six years I have given my testimony at Spiritual Spa, a ministry that pampers women with the love of Christ.  I used to think it was my story of how I found Christ but now I realize it is His story…of how He found me and changed me.  He is still in the restoration business.  I want to leave you with a glimpse of how the story of the Samaritan woman helped me to accept Jesus in a powerful way.  
   The Samaritan woman was born into a family that knew about the Father and that the Messiah was coming one day, but they had other gods before them too.   They started out with the right beliefs and then added to them.  They were hated by the Jews who had remained faithful or at least appeared to have remained faithful.  The Pharisees were always looking down on others and judging them by standards they were not even keeping themselves; no wonder Jesus did not condemn the sinners but the hypocrites!  

   I found myself in her situation.  I knew about the Messiah, Jesus.  I grew up in a faithful family filled with love.  I grew up knowing right from wrong.  Every day before school, I went to Mass and received Holy Communion. Of course this was after I went to confession and told my sins to a priest.  After I said my penance, I would feel brand new and ready to have Jesus enter my heart when I took his body and blood.   I loved the ritual of dipping my fingers into the bowl of water as I entered the sanctuary.  It made me feel holy and the atmosphere of the church was holy.  I would genuflect before entering the pew and then I would kneel and pray.  

   Lighting a candle to represent a prayer being offered up to God made me feel especially close to the Father and to the person I was praying for.  I didn’t have to pray aloud or with other people, and being a very shy little girl, that was very important to me.   I liked growing up as a Catholic.  I was part of a big family.  

   But when I grew up and made mistakes I realized some sins were forgiven easily while others were not.  When I got divorced I was excommunicated from the church.  I could attend Mass but I was not allowed to receive any of the sacraments.  I felt totally aware of my failure as a child of God and there was nothing I could do to correct it.  I was not able to commune with Jesus in the special way that I loved so much, Holy Communion.  So I stopped going to church.  To me, I felt the church pushed me away because I did not keep the rules.  And I thought God only loved those that kept the rules…or those that pretended to.

   When I was 30 my husband and I started going to Faith Memorial church.   They loved me back into a relationship with God.  From there I went to a Church of Christ and then to a Baptist church and then a Christian Church.  Every church loved me into a closer walk with Jesus.  When I sinned, they loved me through it.  I learned about the Holy Spirit’s power within me and how He is the one that guides me and gives me the desire not to sin.  But when I do fall short of the glory of God, I know when I repent He forgives me.  I know that it is only through my faith in Jesus, my faith that He died on the cross and my old self died with Him, that I can live with Jesus.  I am a new creation with a new heart and the Bible tells me I have the Holy Spirit and my mind is being renewed to that of Christ.     

   I felt like one from the hated race; the person that was looked down upon.  I wanted God to be a part of my life. I had written love letters to Him about my problems.  I don’t remember ever asking Him seriously to help me with everyday things.  Yes, when my newborn was struggling for his every breath, I begged.  But there were issues I should have gone to Him in prayer but I thought I had to go to a priest and he would pray for me.  I had accepted Jesus as my Savior at a very young age, but I did not understand He was to be the Lord of my life.  I was never taught to read Scripture on my own and therefore I stumbled because I was under the Law.  I knew the Ten Commandments and because I sinned against them I was always under condemnation. I tried to keep them, but I failed.  And with every failure I sank deeper and deeper into my own ways.  My flesh was controlling my behavior, and it wasn’t a very pretty picture.
   But one day that all changed and the more I read the Bible, the more I wanted to read and study.  Through the Holy Spirit the Word was being revealed to me and my mind was given understanding and my heart was filled with His love.  I have always known about Jesus but now I know Him.  I became an immersed believer and grew in knowledge of Christ and surrendered to Him.  I went from being an acquaintance to a friend, sister and co-heir of the kingdom.  God is fascinating and I am so thankful He made sure He included His daughters in the Bible for those of us who are waiting to meet Him face to face.

   Ask Jesus to fill your water pot to overflowing, so that, you can share your living water with others.  Don’t let it seep away into the ground but give it to another that is so desperately thirsty.  Allow yourself enough quiet time so you can hear God’s voice revealing His will in your life.  After you have surrendered this moment, this day, your life to Him, write what He places on your heart.  How does God want you to share the gospel of Jesus Christ?  Is it to your family?  Your neighborhood?  Your child’s friends?  Your co-workers?  

   Will you run to tell others as the woman at the well did?  If you are afraid you will not have the right words, don’t worry.  God has given you a precious Book that is filled with His living words that when spoken will not go out void.  Remember how the Word of Life fed you and the Living Water quenched your thirst.  If someone you knew was dying a physical death without food and water you would not hesitate to give them nourishment.  Please don’t hesitate to give nourishment to the soul of another.

   If you have never accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, right now is the perfect time.  He is reaching out to you through His Word.  He loves you the way you are right now and wants to give you living water.  Once you receive this water you will have eternal life.  

   The way to salvation is through belief in Jesus as the One and Only Son of God.  Do you recognize the sin in your life and are you sorry and want to change and have a new heart?  Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross to pay the cost for your sin, in order to make you right with God? Do you believe that He arose after three days and is now seated at the right hand of the Father?  Now ask Jesus to come into your heart and make you a new creation!! SURRENDER!
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